
1 975/04/1 7 


)■ ' 




I 


r. ♦ 

ft 

O' 

4 l 

1 ;.. 

I.; 


4 



ru$H 

DE* WT«I #2200 1070346 
l if 03322 APR' 73 
FM THE' WHITE HOUSE! 

TO AMEMBA33Y SAIGON 

^Ai^evVVV VIA MARTIN CHANNELS WH50F06 

APRSLl 16« 1978 

FOR AMBASSAOOR MARTIN 
FROM SECRETARY KISSINGER! 


1,. I HAVE 1 REVIEWED WITH. CARE! YOUR 1 PROPOSED! 

SCENARIO, FOR; REDUCING THE; NUMBERS OFlUB- CIH2EN8: IN 

VIETNAM, WHILE I HAVE! GREAT' STHPUTNT .fO?! YQURI 

CONCERNS ABOUT THE! IMPACT: ONf; TWEl POtlTXCAU’ANDi 

MILITARY SITUATION QF A TOQ( ij&PXD' WITHDRAMAU f 

MUST' REGRETFULLY TELU : YOU .TMATTTHEi Uv 3 « . PQLlTlCALliSfTUAYXON 

WILLI NOT PERMIT NITHDRANALS-ATTTHEtRATES. YOU' PRQR08EL . 

THE! ISSUE OP; THE! NUMBER8- Opi.UB CITUENS.' ANO-TMEIRl 
DEPENDENTS IN VI£T*NAH IS .NAPTDLY BECOMING- THEI FOCALI 
POINT' OF' CONGRESSIONAL' QEBATE’ ON THE: PRESIDENT^?; REQUEST' 
FOR MILITARY AND ECONOMIC . ASSISTANCE’ TO VIETNAM, ; &EI 
NOW FACE THE OEFINXTE' POSSIBILITY THAT .BOTH-vTHEl HOME! 

AND 8ENATE WILL ZERO IN ON THEl SPEEQ OF OUR! WITHDRAWALS 
THAT' THIS WILL 3ECOHE- THE' TOTAL: FOCUS OFlTHEf DEBATE* . 

AND THAT AS A RESULT WE ; WXLLtLOSE ANY CHANCE’ Qf’ OBTAINING: 
THE MpNET WE HAVE REQUESTED' BECAUSE OF: A TOTALLY PHONY 
ISSUE, 


2, WITH THIS IN MlNO# . I MUST ASK THAT YOU. ACCELERATE 
YOUR. PRESENT SCHEOHLE FOR REDUCING THE; NUMBER! QP< U8 CITIZENS: 
IN VTEThNa* BOTH IN TIME ANO NUMBERS, I SUGGEST' AT’tTHE. 

OUTSET THAT YOU Focus ON WITHDRAWING AS RAPIDLY' AS; YOU 
CAN ALL' REPEAT ALU MISSION DEPENDENTS ANO AS MANY OF! THEi 
CONTRACTOR PERSONNEL AND THEIR DEPENDENTS AS POSSIBLE', 

YOU SHOULD 00 YOUR BEST TO ACCOMPLISH THIS MOVE BY THE! ENO 0F : 
THIS aEEK. 
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3, In AOQITION I ASK THAT YOU GIVE ME 8Y COB WASHINGTON TIME 
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J™ ? P 3Jb. l8 «I OU S p 8OPO$AL!MN.H0W YOU (^OUUO- PUN- f ©t;Qg^ -©OWN 

10 A TOTAI,: OF' ABOUT. ?>000^yo,cmZEN3:.CeemULt kW ' 

N0MOPFXGIAL9 XN VIgf»NAM: BY V YHE^END- OPi NEKT NEEKg ' 

4, I HAVE JUST LEARNED THA^THEl PRESIDENT' HAS; 

SAID .PUBLICLY TODAY THATVHE' HAS ORDERED THEl EVACUATION 
OFi ALLi N0NE8SENTIAL' AMERICANS PROM VIET*?NAH, T 
KNO^ THAT THIS WILL MAKE! YOUR. TASK; IN VXEYsNAW MORE! 
DIFFICULT, BUT' IT ALSO 1 HAKES IT 'THAT MUCH' MORECXMpORYANT' 
THAT WE BE ABLE TO TELL' THE 1 CONGRESS. THAT HE> ARE' OOING'. 
EVERYTHING WE CAN TO CARRY OUT': THE! PRESIDENT'S; PUBLICLY 
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April 16,- 1975’ 

« * 

FOR AMBASSADOR MARTIN FR OM -~ TI ! g ~ gE C RE T AR Y ' • 

( 2 ~ | P'A C . V^A • ' . • * 

1* I have reviewed with care your proposed 

♦ * • » • 

scenario for reducing the numbers of US citizens in 

i • • • • 

’ • ... • 

Viet -Nam. While I have great sympathy for your 

* 

♦ * 

. concerns about the impaot on the political and 

m * ' • 

military situation of a too rapid withdrawal, I 
must regretfully tell you that the^i^olitical situation 

' m will not permit withdrawals at the rates you propose. 

I 1 

* ■ 

The issue of the numbers of US citizens and their 

\ 

• • 

dependents in Viet-Nam is rapidly becoming the focal 

• J . f • • . * ( . 

point of Congressional debate on the President's request 

i • . 

• * 

for military and eoonomic assistance to Viet-Nam. We 

♦ i * 

• • 

now face the definite possibility that both the House 

• * 

• and Senate will zero in on the speed of our withdrawal# 

that this will become the total focus of the debate; 

. . 

* • j 

and that as a result ..we' will lose any chance of obtaining 

• . • 

. . . the money we 'have requested because of a totally phony 


issue , 


f : 


. • 2. With this in mind, I must ask that' you accelerate 

. * ♦ » 

•* * 

your 'present schedule for reducing the number of US citizens 
■ in Viet-Nam both in time and numbers. l\ suggest at the 
•. outsdt that you focus on withdrawing as rapidly as you 


, i . 

can all repeat all mission dependents and as' many of 
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contractor. personnel and their dependents 1 as possible 


Xou should * 

4'GXa 


tccompllsh this move 




week. b 

3 — J • 

• In addition. I aek that you give me^youi? 

proposals on how you would plan to get down to a 

total of about 2,000 US citizens (official and. 

1 J . 1 \ • . _ • ... ... . AAJLtd* u5h& 


nonofficial) in Viet-Nara by the -end of eko H wm 't h*— 

• . .... . • :. * 

4., I have jus j: learned that the President has 

• * * * * i j 

said publicly today that he has ordered the evacuation 

• . • i • • 

of all honessential Americans from Viet-Nanw I 
■ , . 1 .. ■ ; . .( ■ 

Know that this will make your task in Vietnam more 

■difficult, but it also makes it that much more important 

- . •: * . . ' A * 

that wo be able to tell the Congress 1 that we ^do-^Y 

■ ' • • . • . . 

everything we can to .carry out the President's publicly 

* » * * ' • * . ♦ *i . 'I 

* , . ‘ ' * * ♦ . . * . 

'stated promise. • '• • ’ ' . ; ‘ . 
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,3# In addition I aak that you give your . 

proposals on how you would plan to get down to a 

| ‘ * 

total of about 2,000 US citizens (official and 

I t 

• • 

nonofficial) in Viet-Nam by the end of 

* * i 

• r 

• .... . • t 

*4., I have just learned that the President has 

■** ■**’•/ * | 

said publicly today that he has ordered the evacuation 

. • t ■ •; 

of .all honessential Americans from Viet-Nam. I . 
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know that this* will make your task in Viet-Nam more 

, • * 

* # ■ ■ * . * . * 

difficult, but it also makes it that much more important 

that wo be able to tell the Congress 1 that we wTU* 

■ * • • • . • . 

everything we can to carry out the President'' s' publicly 

^ • . .* * . 

-stated promise. .* ' 


» * 


■ I 


i f 


♦ < 


. S:LSEagleburger :ml 




V 



\\\ 

1 \ ' " 

» • 

“ j ’ ’* • 

y * <y k 


> : V' **-v ' l *$•' * • < i 

; f \ ^ ^ rj ^ 


i • 






V\ 


1 

v 


I 

V 


lS ' 



ii- 


I 


* 

f 


ft; 


-t 


. > v. • t- ' > 


,2i- »fV.J Vftf 

■ V , * 4 • ► 


rwUff 



